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“To achieve the impossible dream, try going to sleep.” - Joan Klempner

Bags jobbed

State puts end to snow day
learning program, citing equity
By Matthew nadler
CliPPer editor

Say goodbye to the blizzard bags.
The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education has put
an end to the experimental
program that allowed school
districts to make up snow days
by having students do assignments at home.
Not surprisingly, Superintendent John Antonucci,
who first brought the idea to
the school committee’s attention in May of last year, was

disappointed in the DESE’s
decision. “No one came to
Duxbury and asked how it
was working,” he said. A work
group was formed in October
of last year to examine the
use of blizzard bags, consisting of towns that used blizzard
bags, formally known as “Alternative Structured Learning
Day Program” and towns that
didn’t reviewed the program.
Duxbury was not one of the
towns invited to serve on the
committee, Antonucci said.
Continued on page 19

FOUR FOR FOUR YEARS. Freshmen enjoyed some time together before the formal program began at
Duxbury High School Orientation on Monday. See more photos on page 12.
Photo by Karen Wong

Saving the Isaac Duxbury artists find their
Simmons House expression in many forms

Offer reportedly made to preserve Duxbury Art Association’s annual show opens Friday
the ground floor, houses her tion running Friday through
historic Temple Street home
late husband’s car collection.
Sunday at the Ellison Center.
By Matthew nadler
CliPPer editor

The once and future
owners of the Isaac Simmons House might want to
save 17th century building,

but members of the Historical Commission are skeptical of the offer.
According to Commission Member Sheila LynchContinued on page 4

By Jonathan PaPPalardo
CliPPer rePorter

On a muggy August afternoon, Jane Fogg stands by an
open window on the second
floor of the two-story post-andbeam style barn that functions
as her art studio, home, and on

Free and open to the public,
“Art by The Bay” features
two galleries displaying artists
work in an array of mediums,
Continued on page 10
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Fogg, who summers
in Duxbury and winters in
Brookline, has a painting in
the 102nd annual “Art by The
Bay,” a members-only show
for the Duxbury Art Associa-
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Local artists find expression in many
forms at the Art Association show
Continued from page 1

including one spotlighting
artists in pre-school through
eighth grade. A daily art project is open to participation by
all age groups and throughout
the weekend people can bid
on a silent auction consisting
of paintings created “in the
wild” around Duxbury Friday
morning. Tickets for the opening reception and awards ceremony, Friday night at 6 p.m.,
cost $40 and are available in
advance through the DAA’s
website or at the door.
Walking into Fogg’s open
concept living space, you
understand her love of the
visual. The only separation is
where walls give definition
to her studio, which is filled
with her paintings of landscapes, seascapes and sailboats. Looking around, it’s
hard to believe that until just
a few years ago she worked
almost exclusively outdoors,
amongst the cranberry bogs
in Carver among other places, until physical limitations
brought her inside.
She’s been submitting
work to “Art by The Bay”
since the 1980s and this year
has a small painting of people
relaxing beneath a beach umbrella in the show. As she gets
older she prefers to work on a
smaller scale, which she says
is more concentrated to what
she’s seeing. The piece grew
from sketches she drew on a
trip to Florida and “hatched
pretty quickly” from there.

“It isn’t intimidating and
gives everyone a chance to
participate. It’s a great way
to get comfortable showing off your work,” said
Joan Collins.
Throughout her artistic career, Fogg, whose son-in-law
Chuck Leonard is the former
executive director of DBMS,
has dived into drawing, painting and printmaking. She
became serious about art as
a teenager when she found
success with a painting she did
of King Caesar Wharf. She
majored in Art History at
Smith College, studied for a
year at the Brooklyn Museum
School and was a Fulbright
Scholar in Germany, where
she lived in war-torn Berlin
the year before the wall went
up. Her first job out of college
was as a tour guide at the Toledo Museum of Art, where she
also taught children’s classes
and learned she “hated” being
a teacher.
Back here at home Fogg,
who hails from western Massachusetts, has been a tour guide
at the MFA and is a member
of the Cambridge Art Associa-

Before and After
Dark classes
Online registration for
the Before and After Dark
fall and winter term begins
Thursday, Sept. 5, at 7 p.m.
for Duxbury residents. Mail
in and walk in registrations
will be accepted beginning
Friday, Sept. 6, at 9 a.m.
To see a copy of the Before and After Dark fall and
winter flyer with complete
course listings and registration information visit duxbury.k12.ma.us/afterdark

“October Mirror” by Joan Collins.

“The Blue Door” by Linda
Osborne.

tion and the DAA. These days
her outside work is limited to
sketching and drawing, work
with charcoal that often serves
as inspiration for her paintings. When asked what advice
she would give aspiring artists, she said, “Start drawing.
Drawing anything. A cup, a
saucer, a jug, a table, a chair, a
person, a dog, a road, a tree, a
house. Just draw.”
For photographer Joan
Collins, nature has been informing her work since she
returned to the medium in
2008, after a 20-year-absence,
and helped revive the Duxbury Camera Club. Perhaps
best known for her “painterly”
photographs of waves in Hawaii, Collins started shooting
reflections last fall.
“I got into them last year
when I was photographing at
Glencoe College in Scotland,”
She told me. “Reflections
are multi-layered. You can
see what’s in the bottom of
the water, what’s coming up
through the water, like grass,
and the reflection from above.
It’s a bonus if there are clouds
in the sky.”
She has two pieces into
the show this year, including
“October Mirror,” which she
says has been very successful in competition. Collins describes the photograph, which
she shot last fall on the golf
course at the Duxbury Yacht
Club, as a four-layered piece
with motion, floating leaves,
grass coming up out of the
water, streaks of white birch,
and sky.

Collins is very competitive and routinely has her
photographs accepted into the
DAA’s Winter Juried Show.
She loves that highly selective process, but enjoys “Art
by The Bay” for its more laidback approach. “It isn’t intimidating and gives everyone
a chance to participate. It’s a
great way to get comfortable
showing off your work.”
Art by The Bay isn’t juried, but it is judged for prizes,
to be awarded Friday evening.
One of the judges is Craig
Bloodgood, contemporary curator at the Art Complex Museum, who works mostly with
wood and found objects. His
notable pieces include the donation box in the lobby of the
ACM and a birdhouse outside
the Ellison Center. He’s currently reconstructing a wooden whale for an art exhibition
at DBMS. Bloodgood ran his
whale through his table saw,
sawed it in half, and is putting
back together as a Steam Punk
whale. He’s been in his role
at the ACM for more than 20
years.
His approach to judging
he says, “is to be open to the

“Stake Out” by Marcia Ballou.

Photos courtesy Mandy Fariello
fact I may be looking at something I may not entirely understand. What I do to start
off is to try and see what the
artist is trying to accomplish,
and I weigh that against if
there’s a level of craftsmanship involved in it, how good
is technically what they’re trying to do. I have to be careful
because I can judge a woodworker differently than I can
judge a painter. Some pieces,
when you walk through any
gallery, just will sort of stop
you and some pieces you’ll
just go past. I’m always looking for the ones that stop me
and make me come back.”
He adds, “I have to look at
a lot of work, I don’t have to
like it, I may not want to be that
kind of an artist, but I can appreciate it. You’re usually not
wracking your brain to pick
the best pieces in these shows.
It’s usually a fairly unanimous
thing. Someone usually comes
in with something that everybody sort of agrees on.”

Congratulations to our colleague
Kyle Johnston
for passing Level III of the CFA exam.
The CFA exam is a rigorous three part exam
encompassing portfolio management, equity,
À[HGLQFRPHDQGDOWHUQDWLYHLQYHVWPHQWV
HFRQRPLFVTXDQWLWDWLYHPHWKRGVÀQDQFLDOUHSRUWLQJ
FRUSRUDWHÀQDQFHGHULYDWLYHVDQGHWKLFV
7KLV\HDU·VSDVVUDWHZDV.\OHVFRUHGLQWKHWRS
7KHH[DPLVQRWHGZRUOGZLGHE\LQYHVWPHQWSUDFWLWLRQHUV
.\OH·VGXWLHVDWLQFOXGHFRYHUDJHRI WKHWHFKQRORJ\DQG
EHYHUDJHLQGXVWULHVDVZHOODVPXWXDOIXQGDQG(7)DQDO\VLV
For more information on the CFA exam,
SOHDVHYLVLWRXUZHEVLWHZZZLDFRPDQGJRWRWKH
OLQNWLWOHG:K\+LUHD&)$"
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