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“When the gods wish to punish us, they answer our prayers.”- Oscar Wilde

Sign raises
ZBA
concerns
Members have questions about
location of Railroad Ave. display
By Matthew nadler
CliPPer editor

A sign in front the offices
of William Raveis Real Estate
on Railroad Avenue is causing
some concern for the Zoning
Board of Appeals, prompting
a Connecticut-based business
owner to make a trek to Duxbury to defend it at the board’s
Thursday night meeting.
Bryan Vasser, the owner
of Milford, Connecticut-based
Archer Signs, came to Dux-

bury to explain the plans for
the sign. He told the ZBA that,
based on a report of an employee he sent to a previous
meeting, the sign had received
a poor reception.
Officially, he was there to
explain the lighting plan for
two signs at the agency, which
is located at the corner of Railroad Avenue and Saint George
Street. The signs, he said,
Continued on page 10

BEFORE THE CURTAIN RISES: The crew, which includes some cast members, pose before the final
dress rehearsal for “The Language of Angels,” the spring production of the Duxbury High School
Drama Club and Thespian Troupe #355. Back row: Julia Wonkka, Sergio Martinez, Johanna Tackitt,
Helene Kertanis, James Siegner, Julia Ciesielski and Willy Teare. Front row: Emily Bowler, Shannon
McCarthy, Niamh Curran and Lucy Evans. See more photos on page 12.
Photo by Karen Wong

They’re ready to Duxbury’s Bill Wilhelm
save the world hangs up his mic at WATD
Students raise awareness about
climate, endangered species
By Jonathan PaPPalardo
CliPPer rePorter

Alden Elementary School
fifth grader Will Lightfoot and
Duxbury Middle School sixthgrader Julianna Lee, along

with a group of her classmates
and friends, are this year’s
recipients of the Sustainable
Duxbury Environmental Leadership Awards.
Continued on page 5

Former soccer coach was a familiar voice on the air
By Jonathan PaPPalardo
CliPPer rePorter

Bill Wilhelm will never
forget one of his final games
as the junior varsity soccer
coach at Duxbury High School
in 2011.
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Get a Free quote on High Efficiency Boilers - Rebates Available Now!
jclarkeplumbing.com
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EastCoastFence.com

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

FIRST COMMUNION

are approaching.

Full tailoring services are available!

38 DEPOT STREET • 781�934�7768
NEXT TO FOODIE’S

Open 7 days a week with 24 hour VIP drop

Mon, Wed & Thurs 11am-1am; Fri, Sat & Sun 7am-1am
781-934-7814 • 8 Chestnut Street

TWO TAILORS ON STAFF TO TAKE CARE
OF ALL YOUR ALTERATION NEEDS.

Daniel Hebert, DVM
Jessica Shepard, DVM
Beth Buchholz, DVM

Cristin Brennan & Cepta Graceffa can handle everything
from simple hems, to wedding & prom gown alterations.

16 Chestnut Street • Duxbury
164 Summer St. • Kingston (Next to Stop & Shop)
781-934-2210

(781) 934-5300

Fitting hours: Wed- 11 a.m.-7p.m. (break 3:00-3:30)
Thurs. 11a.m.-7:00 p.m. (break 3:00-3:30)
Saturday- 9a.m.-4p.m. (break 1:00- 1:30)
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103 Depot Street, Duxbury
www.duxburyanimalhospital.com

TREE REMOVAL
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PLUMBING & HEATING

www.WhatAreYouCraving.com

182 Summer Street
Kingsbury Square, Kingston

physically fit as the other players, he was athletically gifted
at catching the ball. Wilhelm
named him backup goalie, and
when his starting goalie got
hurt early in the second half,

Jonathan Clarke

TRY OUR NEW
CAULIFLOWER CRUST PIZZA
150 Summer Street, Kingston
(781) 585-7711

The match was against
Marshfield, a team that had
defeated them earlier in the
season. He had one player on
the team who could complete
a 100-yard dash without stopping, and while he wasn’t as
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WATD-FM’s Bill Wilhelm
hangs up his microphone
Continued from page 1

Wilhelm put him in the game.
“I looked on the sideline
and my backup was putting
his gloves on and I thought,
‘Do I dare throw him into a
situation like this?’” Wilhelm
remembers. “We were tied
1-1. Marshfield hits him in the
chest, first shot. The second
hit the post, the third hit the
post. The fourth shot hit the
corner and he dove on the ball
in a spectacular save that lifted the spirits of the team. He
kicked the ball down the field
and took the ball away from
two defenders, ran the last 20
yards, kicked a goal in the last
two minutes of the game and
we won 2-1.”
Wilhelm recalled that story
fondly during an interview at
his house early last week. The
game, he said, was played on
“Bill Wilhelm Day,” an honor
bestowed upon him when his
players heard he was retiring as JV soccer coach after
38 years. The player, he went
on to say, was beaming when
Wilhelm showed up at school
the next day, and told him kids
he didn’t even know, including girls, who saw him make
the save, were congratulating
him.
Flash forward to today and
Wilhelm is hanging up his microphone from his other longtime gig, as the voice of South
Shore sports and host of the
“Sports Exchange” on 95.9
WATD-FM in Marshfield.
He’s been with the radio station since its inception in 1977
and will stay on as Sports Director for the foreseeable future. The move comes after he
was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease in 2016, which
has affected his voice.
Sports have played a big
role in his life, beginning when
he was growing up in southern New Jersey. He attended
Moorestown Friends School
and played baseball, basketball, and football. He graduated from Kent State in 1968;
he played for a town baseball
team he refers to as the “Cape
Cod League of Ohio.”
He graduated with a bachelor’s degree in psychology
and admits he had no idea what
he was going to do with it.
When his parents moved from
New Jersey to Massachusetts,
he followed them. He went
to Florida, played with the
Global Baseball League, and
found his way back here, settling in Duxbury. He went into
the insurance business, which
he knew little about, and while
knowing no one made it challenging to build a clientele
base, he worked in the field
for 40 years.
Wilhelm married his wife
Marcia, an artist who also
works at the Duxbury Rural
and Historical Society, when

he was 25 in 1971. He came to
his job as a soccer coach when
the man who held the position
at the time had gone to Brown
University and had a job in
New York City. Wilhelm told
him, “whenever you can’t
make it, I’ll be happy to fill in.
I filled in for 38 years.”

“We could never have
found anybody who has
more dedication to high
school sports and to
making kids and letting
kids know that they can
be recognized for doing
something good and they
can get their names on
the radio because they
did something right, not
something wrong. Bill
has been the master at
that and continues to be.”
said Ed Perry, owner and
founder of WATD-FM.
His career coaching record
is 506 wins, 38 losses, and 50
ties. For some of his career
Wilhelm was the JV coach under Foster Cass, the legendary
DHS Varsity Soccer Coach
who has been inducted into the
Coaches Hall of Fame. They
had nine state championships
together and Wilhelm says
he’s tough but fair and taught
him a lot about coaching.
Cass is equally complimentary about Wilhelm, who
he says made every practice
fun. “He’s so good at keeping everyone happy. No one
ever quit. The kids would play
their freshman and sophomore
years with him and then their
junior and senior years with
me. In 25 years, we never lost
a kid.”
Marcia Wilhelm also
played a role. “I was there
at every game. I took care of
the scorebook, the rosters, assigning the shirts to the kids,
all the stuff he didn’t have to
deal with. I was dealing with
the referees, making sure we
had water for the kids. All the
extraneous duties. Everything
but actually coach. Kids would
lobby me to get onto the field,”
she said.
The Sports Exchange
came about just after he was
hired at WATD. It began as a
sports talk show on Sunday
nights and has stayed that way
for more than 42 years, with
no end in sight. Wilhelm says
the show is meant to be a different kind of sports show,
one that doesn’t berate people
and focuses on and places investment in the local athletes
around the South Shore.
Through the years, under Wilhelm’s direction, the
sports department at WATD
has been awarded multiple

Edward R. Murrow and Associated Press Awards. “Without Bill we would never have
had the continuity in sports
that we have here,” said Ed
Perry, owner and founder of
WATD-FM. “We could never
have found anybody who has
more dedication to high school
sports and to making kids and
letting kids know that they
can be recognized for doing
something good and they can
get their names on the radio
because they did something
right, not something wrong.
Bill has been the master at that
and continues to be.”
He was also Grand Marshal of the Duxbury 4th of July
Parade in 2015, a highlight
for him and his wife. Marcia
remembers all the former students, families and beloved
community members who
were lined up along the parade
route to cheer them on. “It was
great,” Bill added. “I love the
town of Duxbury, I love the
people. I think of Duxbury
as being an upscale version
of Mayberry. It’s great to go
around town and see so many
familiar faces you know.”

Lynn Dale

Duxbury
Founder Lynn Dale Events, national & Boston based
non profit board leader

Patti Ryan

-Duxbury Resident

Duxbury
Volunteer leader including Make-A-Wish Celebrity
Gala that raised $1 million

Michelle Cully
Randolph
Founder & CEO Xpressman Trucking & Courier, author
-Duxbury Resident

Melissa Gates

Fremont, New Hampshire
Community advocate, businesswoman, writer

Sue Salvemini

Shrewsbury
CEO & President Focal Pointe Inc., business leader, author

SAVE THIS DATE

ANNUAL

Beer Fest

Sat, May 18th 2-5 PM
empirewineandspirits.com

781-422-9999

Kingsbury Square, Kingston (Next to Big Y)
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