Gala Concert at First Parish Church in Duxbury
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 7 PM

First Parish Church
(next to Town Hall)

Wednesday, October 31, 2018

FREE Candlelight Concert with Organ, Brass, Woodwinds, and Zamir Chorale
to Celebrate the Return of our Restored 1853 Simmons Pipe Organ
For More Information: www.uudux.org
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“I can think of nothing on Earth so beautiful as the final haul on Halloween night…” – Steve Almond

In the cloud
computing

Schools want to switch from
Macs to Chromebooks
By Matthew Nadler
Clipper editor

The
School
Department wants to replace those
shiny Apples with something
shinier.
Chrome.
With the lease on the Apple MacBook Airs issued to
students in grades 6-12 having
expired, the department, Superintendent John Antonucci
told the School Committee
last Wednesday, has been exploring its options for continu-

ing the one to one computer
program instituted four years
ago.
Back then, the Town voted
to lease the computers at a cost
of $300,000 annually, according to Antonucci. The lease
expired last year, leaving the
town in possession of some
1,900 computers that, Antonucci said, are nearing the end
of their useful life. “It’s hard to
put money on aging machines,
Continued on page 4

More than 100 people gathered at First Parish Church, Sunday to hold a vigil for those killed at the
Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh. More photos on page 25.
Photo by Karen Wong

Strings attached What’s in the water system
State offers grant and loan to
help pay for seawall repair
By Matthew Nadler
Clipper editor

Duxbury has been offered $3 million from the
state to help repair the seawall battered by storms in
March, but there are strings
attached and town officials
still waiting on the details.

A large chunk of the
money comes in the form of
a $2 million loan. Interest on
the loan is 2 percent over 20
years, according to an email
Town Manager Rene Read
sent to members of the SeaContinued on page 8

Concerns expressed about vinyl-lined pipes
By JoNathaN pappalardo
Clipper reporter

Duxbury Resident Tanya
Trevisan went before the Water and Sewer Advisory Board
last week to share her story.
Trevisan lives on Tinker’s
Ledge Road, a cul-de-sac of
three homes within the larger
Tinker Town Landing Subdivision, which is comprised
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The statistics in her neighborhood, she said, are staggering. On her cul-de-sac alone
she’s one of three residents to
have a cancer diagnosis, including a boy who died. In the
larger subdivision, four more
residents have been diagnosed. She then began “talk-
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of 30 homes. In her remarks
she said she was diagnosed
with breast cancer in August
of 2013, despite having led a
pretty healthy lifestyle. When
she was diagnosed, she was
invited to join, as she said, “an
ever-growing organization of
women in town who are survivors” that continues to increase by the month.

shAre

editor@duxburyclipper.com
or 781-934-2811 x31

FERRARI

,
Bongi
s
Turkey
Roost

LANDSCAPING

Mark Ferrari • 781-934-7719
ferrarilandscaping.net

Advertise
ads@duxburyclipper.com
or 781-934-2811 x21

TAKE
OUT

Native Grown Turkeys & Turkey Products

Hours: Mon. – Sat. 9am – 6pm
www.bongis.com Rt. 53, Duxbury, MA 02332

Newsstand:
$1.00

Duxbury Clipper

Wednesday, October 31, 2018

19

Concerns about vinyl-lined pipes
Continued from page 1

ing to some people who have
more historical knowledge
about the town.”
“I’m here tonight because
it was discovered back in the
1990s there are vinyl-lined
asbestos cement pipes here
in the water in our town,” she
told the board.
Duxbury resident Becky
Chin, who has been closely
following this story for more
than 20 years and was in attendance, offers the historical perspective on the pipes,
which are known as vinyllined asbestos cement pipes
or VLAC. Asbestos cement,
or AC pipes, has been in existence since the 1930s. The
vinyl liner was added to the
pipes in the 1960s and 1970s
by the Johns-Manville Corporation as a response to consumer complaints about the
taste and odor of their water.
The vinyl lining is made from
tetrachloroethylene, a chemical most commonly associated with dry cleaning. It was
sprayed into the pipes, which
were placed on racks and left
to dry. The amount of time the
pipes were allowed to dry was
not sufficient, she said.
According to Chin, in 1980,
cancers diagnosed in residents
of Connecticut and Rhode Island were linked back to the
VLAC pipes. At that time, the
EPA immediately put a ban in
place on the use of the pipes.
The Johns-Manville Corporation knew they would be sued
so they shut down and changed
their name to John Manville.
In the 1990s, it was discovered
that 17 miles of VLAC piping
existed underneath streets in
Duxbury, which amounted to
15 percent of the town’s distribution system at the time.
Chin said an ad-hoc committee was formed in 1996, consisting of representatives from
the Conservation Commission, the Board of Health, The
Water Advisory Board and the
DPW, along with the water superintendent.
Chin was a member of the
committee, which worked with
an engineering firm in Cambridge and tested the VLAC

pipes on the affected streets
weekly. A report was sent to
the Board of Selectman. 60
streets in Duxbury were identified and ranked 1-7 based on
testing. VLAC pipes were also
going into schools, including
the now former Duxbury High
School. A report in June 1997
said a person doubles their exposure to tetrachloroethylene
when, among other things,
they a shower or cooks.
In the 20 years since, according to Chin, the vast majority of the 60 streets in which
the VLAC pipes were laid
down have seen the pipes replaced, which she says shows
the town trying to do the right
thing. As of today, 1,590 feet
of VLAC pipes need to be replaced on Candlewick Close,
a dead-end street with 15
homes. 2,465 feet of VLAC
pipes need to be replaced on
Heritage Lane. 4,850 feet of
VLAC pipes need to be replaced on Harrison Street,
which Chin says should not be
done in the summer months,
since it would incur the wrath
of boaters. The latter two
streets have been identified as
loop streets, meaning they are
not dead ends. Lincoln Street
has two sections of VLAC
pipes installed in 1980 by the
Southscape Condominiums in
need of replacing. Testing on
these streets is done once a
year, in March.
When a street is done,
says Chin, not only do residents get a new, high-quality
road with long-lasting pavement, the pipes are replaced
with ductile iron pipes, which
she says “are the best pipes to
date” and are good for “50-75
years and out.” These pipes
are laid down parallel to the
VLAC pipes, which have to
stay in the ground because
they’re hazardous waste. Chin
says it’s very dangerous if asbestos particles float around in
the air.
Chin says while the project has been very successful, it costs $50 per liner foot
to replace the pipes, at a cost
of $1.3 million. The capital
budget, she says, is roughly
$150,000 a year, which would
mean it would take nine years

to fully complete the project,
with just a single street completed in a 3-4 year timeframe.
If the capital budget could be
raised at Annual Town Meeting by just $200,000, Chin
says it would cut the timeline
down to just 3-4 years to complete the project.
To pay for the project, the
water department would go out
for bids, award the project to a
contractor and only borrow the
exact money needed to do the
work. Chin says it affects the
consumer on their water bills
only, which is an enterprise
account, and doesn’t come out
of taxes. “We actually have
very favorable water rates in
Duxbury,” she says. “We don’t
want to kill the water rates.”
“I don’t want to be selfish,
but as the water superintendent
I will get behind any reason to
replace infrastructure,” said
Peter Mackin when Trevisan
pressed him for answers at the
meeting. “It doesn’t matter if
it’s health or aid, I will support anything to replace aging
infrastructure. I will honestly
stand behind it. It doesn’t matter the reason.”
Trevisan also brought up
another matter, questioning
why the Depot Street well
was recently closed. Mackin
said it was closed because of

manganese. Chairman George
Wadsworth added the EPA
recently set a new standard
and made the determination
“that particular mineral had a
health effect at certain levels.”
The standard, Chairman Wadsworth said was set based on
water contaminated with high
levels of manganese being
mixed with baby formula.
When Trevisan asked if
the public was ever notified of
the closure, both Mackin and
Chairman Wadsworth said
public notification came with
the yearly Confidence Report,
which is standard protocol.
Trevisan also asked why the
public wasn’t notified since
people make their baby’s formula with the water. “It didn’t
meet that level of public notification requirement,” said
Mackin.
In terms of where to go
from here, Trevisan says the
next step might be to go before the Board of Selectman
with the funding request for
the VLAC pipe repair, in order
to try and get it on the agenda
for Annual Town Meeting in
March. But right now she says
exposure is key, so people can
understand the process and be
informed about what is happening under our streets.

It’s Gobble, Gobble Time...
Time to order your
Thanksgiving cooked turkey!

Jazz at the Art Complex Museum
The Fred Moyer Jazz Trio
performs at the Art Complex
Museum, Nov. 4 at 4 p.m.
During over 30 years as a
concert pianist, Frederick Moyer has established a vital musical
career that has taken him to 43
countries and to such venues as
the Sydney Opera House, Carnegie Recital Hall and Tanglewood. He has appeared as piano
soloist with most of the major orchestras of the United States
as well as many orchestras across the globe. Peter Tillotson
is an in-demand bassist in the New England area, having performed with members of the Boston Symphony, International Bluegrass Music Association’s guitar-player of year Jim
Hurst and Maureen McGovern. Drummer Bob Savine has
performed with a diverse group of singers and instrumentalists including The Artie Shaw Orchestra, Mike Metheny and
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