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“Where facts are few, experts are many.” - Donald R. Gannon

Whose wall is
itOwnership
anyway?
issue may jeopardize
state funding, FEMA money
By SuSaNNa SheehaN
Clipper reporter

The town may be facing
a speed bump in its ability to
move forward in obtaining
state and federal money for
seawall repairs, since it does
not own the wall and therefore
may not be eligible to apply
for funding.
On Monday, Town Manager René Read explained to the
Board of Selectmen that during a conference call he had
with the Federal Emergency

Management Agency on Nov.
1, he learned that Duxbury
may not be eligible for the recently-approved state funding
of $3 million. This is because
the state owns the seawall and
therefore it cannot give itself
money.
Also, it may turn out that
the state, in the form of the
Massachusetts
Emergency
Management Agency, may be
the entity that should be applyContinued on page 10

Keeping it level

Proposed school budget offers
no new programs, services
By Matthew Nadler
Clipper editor

When School Superintendent John Antonucci presented the department’s budget for
fiscal year 2020 at Thursday’s
School Committee meeting,
he said it was a level-services
budget.

However, he also made
it clear that he thought staying level wasn’t good enough,
suggesting the town needed
to consider the possibility of
passing a Proposition 2 1/2
override to better fund its
Continued on page 19

English sheep dog George Bittrich stood with his owner Kathy Bittrich and many other sign holders
hoping to sway voters Tuesday morning. See more photos on page 12.
Photo by Karen Wong

Presenting the master plan

Forum gives community chance to be heard
By JoNathaN pappalardo
Clipper reporter

Envision Duxbury is rolling full steam ahead with
phase two of the master planning process.
Members of the Duxbury Planning Board, along
with representatives from the
Metropolitan Area Planning
Council, held a community
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and opportunities, is an action plan for shaping positive
change in Duxbury. The current master plan was adopted
by the town in 1999. The process kicked off in summer of
2017 with a survey, in which
1,250 responses were recorded. The elements in phase one
were housing, historical and
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forum on Oct. 24 at the Duxbury Bay Maritime School.
The purpose was to update
residents on where the process
stands, what lies ahead, and to
get input into the elements being focused on in phase two.
The master or comprehensive plan, which provides the
town with a vision for the future by capitalizing on goals
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Forum gives community chance to be heard
Continued from page 1

cultural resources, and open
space and recreation.
MAPC Principal Land
Use Planner Josh Fiala began
the presentation, explaining
phase two will focus on six
elements: economic development, transportation and connectivity, public facilities and
services, sustainability, land
use and zoning, and implementation. Raul Gonzalez, an
economic development planner at MAPC, presented on
economic development.
In his presentation, Gonzalez said as of July 2018, the
unemployment rate in Duxbury is 3.5 percent. Approximately 70 percent of Duxbury
residents have a bachelor’s
degree or higher, compared
to 40 percent of Massachusetts residents on average. In
terms of wage growth, households in Duxbury have seen
an annual income increase of
$64,031 between 2012-2016,
and a 9.2 percent increase in
employment from 2015-2016.
Gonzalez identified Hall’s
Corner, Sung Harbor and the
Millbrook Business District as
the major commercial centers
in town.
Travis Pollack, senior
transportation planner at
MAPC, talked about transportation and connectivity. Duxbury has 125 miles of
roadways, the vast majority

of which are town controlled
and classified as local streets.
He found little change in traffic volume between 1999 and
today, except for an increase
along route 3A. In terms of
transit, Pollack said the town
is limited to one GATRA bus
route, a GATRA hospital bus
and a shuttle at the Duxbury
Senior Center. For parking,
he said no town-wide parking
survey or study has been completed, although Hall’s Corner
and Snug Harbor have been
identified as problem areas.
The final area, sustainability, was broken into two
sections: energy and climate.
MAPC Clean Energy and Climate Planner Sasha Shyduroff
handled the presentation on
energy. She said Duxbury
received a Green Communities Designation in 2017, and
a five-year energy reduction
plan is in place to reduce municipal energy use by 20 percent. To implement projects,
Duxbury has received a grant
from the state for $139,705.
Shyduroff pointed out that
the schools are the largest energy user in town, making up
42 percent of the total amount
of energy used. The combined
Middle-High School, she said,
is a verified Collaborative High
Performance School, and also
has roof mounted solar. Other
renewable energy sources in
town include two solar arrays:
one at the Chandler School

and another at the landfill.
Darci Schofield, senior environmental planner at MAPC,
talked about climate sustainability. She said data shows
2017 was the warmest year on
record, while 2006-2015 was
the warmest decade on record.
In the Northeast, she said, that
equates to an increase of 10
days in the growing season. In
terms of temperatures, Schofield presented data showing upwards of 60, 90-degree
days can be expected per year
by the end of the century. The
warmer temperatures also
mean more frequent droughts.
Duxbury also has minimal
areas of extreme heat, which
Schofield pointed out, is very
good news. She said she is
concerned about Duxbury
Bay, especially the commercial fishing industry, which
will be adversely effected by
the rising temperatures. She’s
concerned about shifts in natural ecosystems in the bay and
worried, since commercial
fishing is a cultural identity
in Duxbury. The town’s 1,200
acres of salt marsh, however,
are doing extraordinarily well,
she said.
As for storms, precipitation rates are 71 percent
greater than they used to be
for 100-year storm events. Sea
levels rose 11 inches in the last
decade, and Schofield presented data showing an increase of
eight more inches in the next

12 years. She also found no
major facilities in the town are
in flood zones, except for the
Powder Point Bridge, which
she said is to be expected.
At the close of the presentation, attendees were able to
interact with the representatives with MAPC and provide feedback on everything
creating a sustainable future
for Duxbury to identifying
the most significant vulnerabilities in town. The feedback
was written down on boards
collected by MAPC to be analyzed and presented at a later
date.
Specifically,
attendees
are worried about the materials used in the construction
of the Powder Point Bridge,
saying the wood is too vulnerable. Rising tides are a
major concern; attendees are
concerned Washington Street
isn’t equipped to handle rising floodwaters. Other attendees wrote down that the
barrier beach needs additional
nourishment and the coastline
needs to be maintained.
Attendees want to see
more fields and better maintenance of them. In terms of sustainability and energy, there’s
a concern about too much
commercial and residential
light pollution. Another suggestion was to put EV charging stations at all gas stations
and to initiate town wide composting. Another takeaway is

attendees don’t want big box
stores invading Duxbury.
In terms of next steps,
MAPC staff will present in
front of the Planning Board
in both November and February with the next community
forum taking place in March.
Visit envisionduxbury.mapc.
org for more information.
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