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Town Manager René Read 
announced recently that there 
are three law firms that are 
interested in being Duxbury’s 
next town counsel.

In May, the town issued 
a request for qualifications 
asking law firms to consider 
providing general legal ser-
vices for Duxbury. Read sent 
an request for qualifications 

packages to the following law 
firms: KP Law, P.C.; Anderson 
and Kreiger LLP; Murphy, 
Lamere and Murphy, P.C.; 
Galvin & Galvin; Louison, 
Costello, Condon & Pfaff, 
LLP; Mirick, O’Connell, De-
Mallie & Lougee, LLP, Onvia 
and Clifford & Kenny, LLP.

Read told the Board of 
Selectmen last week that the 
town had heard back from the 
following three firms: Loui-

son, Costello, Condon and 
Pfaff, LLP; KP Law, P.C. and 
current town counsel Ander-
son & Krieger, LLP.

According to Read, these 
companies will be scheduled 
for interviews in mid-to late-
July in anticipation of bring-
ing forward a recommenda-
tion to the board of selectmen 
in August.

Read said previously that 

By Jonathan pappalardo 
Clipper reporter

The Duxbury Planning 
Board voted unanimously 
June 28 to approve a site plan 
for the construction of a new 
building for Bongi’s Turkey 
Roost, located at 414 Kings-
town Way. Due to the phas-
ing plan from the old to new 

building, there are no plans 
for Bongi’s Turkey Roost to 
close during construction. 

According to Paul A. 
Brogna, an engineer with 
Seacoast Engineering Com-
pany, the existing 2,583-
square-foot building, built in 
1960, “is in need of extensive 

Jonathan pappalardo 
Clipper reporter

At its June 28 meeting, 
members of the Duxbury 
Planning Board outlined the 
visioning phase of the Dux-
bury Master Plan, which is 
being updated for the first 
time since 1999. The plan will 
serve as a strategic framework 
designed to guide the town’s 
future physical and economic 
development based on visions 

and goals set forth by the en-
tire Duxbury community.

The presentation was co-
moderated by Amanda Chish-
olm and Emily Torres-Culli-
nane of the Metropolitan Area 
Planning Council, who spoke 
to an audience consisting of 
Master Plan Ambassadors in 
the Mural Room at the Dux-
bury Town Hall. Chisholm, 
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Jordan Hospital Club Lawn Party: The rain didn’t stop these sixth-grade volunteers from serving up the delicious 
food provided by many volunteers. Shown here but not in order are Henry Ballerene, Ayla Abban, Lily Sparrow, 
Will Annis, Cody Marconi, Sophia Fawcett, Kate Fitzgibbons, Jack Cressman, Nathan Elliott, Sara Wiemeyer,  
Beth Yucius, Brady Ericsson, Carson Cerow, Scott Igo, Sophia Radzevich and Peter Evans. See more 
photos on page 12.

Call 781-424-5697 to keep your yard 
mosquito & tick free.
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Planning for 
the future
Public input vital for master 
plan, Duxbury’s future growth

Board OKs a new 
roost for Bongi’s

Counsel interviews pending
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I grew up strongly influenced by my maternal grandfa-
ther. He and my grandmother lived with us in South Wey-
mouth during the warm months of each year beginning 
when I was seven years old. Each late fall, William Seach, 
or Boppie, as we grandkids called him and which my grand-
children now call me, would carefully pack his old green 
Plymouth, get Grammy comfortable in the passenger seat 
with his carefully annotated maps handy and drive slowly 
away to the warmth of Florida for the winter.

Each spring they would re-
turn in plenty of time for Bop-
pie to lead the Memorial Day 
parade through Weymouth in 
his WWI Naval Lieutenant’s 

uniform. Boppie was a hero, an English transplant who had 
joined the U.S. Navy for the Spanish American War, been 
awarded the Medal of Honor after five days of incredible 
bravery during the Boxer Rebellion of 1900 and survived 
the torpedo sinking of the U.S. Troop Ship President Lin-
coln in World War I. His adoptive hometown of Weymouth 
named an elementary school after him, and this man, with 
only a third form education in England, was prouder of that 
school than of his Medal of Honor.

Boppie’s first ship had been the British clipper ship 
“Canada,” one of the last square-rigged vessels to ply the 
Atlantic. He was just 15 years old. Sails secured by cordage 
made it go and knots and splices held those ropes and lines 
together. Boppie could tie any knot known to man blind-
folded and he taught them all to his grandchildren. His all-
time favorite knot was the bowline, known as “the king of 
knots.”

Fast forward to a recent day when Duxbury Conserva-
tion Administrator Joe Grady asked me to relocate a post at 
the end of Landing Road. Kayakers’ tie their boats to this 
and it occasionally needs moving to protect beach grass, 
which can be damaged by the drifting of moored small 
craft. This kind of work is best done at low tide as digging a 
post hole when the water level’s too high is a fool’s errand; 
the sand just keeps collapsing. Before digging the post out, 
I began untying the half dozen kayaks attached to it and was 
surprised to discover that four of them were secured only by 
a half knot. I couldn’t believe that anyone who purchased 
a boat costing $300 to $500 would trust a half knot to keep 
it safe. 

I relocated the post with some help and advice from a 
friendly fellow from the neighborhood, dragged over the 
kayaks and retied them to it. I used Boppie’s bowline knot 
of course, the king of knots! 

Boppie tied knots until he was 101 years old; I miss 
him still.

Conservation 
Conversation

Knots

repair and replacement.”
“It has outlived its use-

ful life and is very outdated 
and inefficient,” said Brogna, 
adding that the electrical and 
HVAC systems are antiquated 
and the retail space is “quite 
undersized creating very in-
efficient customer flow inside 
the building.”

The plans include a new 
5,985 square foot building, 
located 10 feet to the south 
(left) of the existing building, 
that will maintain “the current 
type and style of operations,” 
Brogna said. The new building 
will provide “better and more 
efficient counter service” plus 
“safe and efficient exterior 
space for vehicles and custom-
ers,” he said.

According to Duxbury 
Planning Director Valerie 
Massard, the building had 
to be moved back six feet – 
which she called “a much safer 
design” – before the site plan 
could be approved. The front 
door has also been moved to 

the parking lot side, which she 
said, will allow a shorter walk 
from the Bongi’s parking lot 
into the building. There will 
also be a dedicated parking lot 
sidewalk with an ADA com-
pliant ramp and an outside eat-
ing area with picnic benches, 
according to Brogna.   

Massard said that for this 
project, the planners were 
looking only at the new build-
ing. 

“The property has been re-
zoned,” she says. “There’s just 

the one lot. It was rezoned by 
Town Meeting.”  

Brogna also said that the 
trademark neon sign will be 
relocated to the front area of 
the new building, while the 
gooseneck lights will be re-
placed with new state of the 
art LED lighting. Massard 
stressed that “the lighting is 
not excessive.”     

Regarding the currently 
unused turkey barns, “They 
are listed as storage,” said 
Planning Board Chairman 

Scott Casagrande. “They are 
not in the site plan.”

Laurence King, of 376 
Autumn Ave, raised concerns 
about traffic onto Route 53, 
saying people “go north in  
the southbound lane to get 
onto 53.” He was assured his 
concerns were addressed, with 
reduced curb cuts and the  
revised location of the build-
ing. The driveway will also 
feature a six-foot section 
marked for no parking plus a 
20-foot section where parking 

is permitted. 
“There’s also added sig-

nage,” said Planning Board 
member Brian Glennon. “You 
have to go right onto Route 
53.” 

In terms of next steps, the 
Planning Board still has to go 
before the state to close off 
curb cuts, of which four are 
currently proposed. No time-
frame for the construction 
of the new building was dis-
cussed at the June 28 meeting.

Continued from page 1

New building for Bongi’s

DEF news
The Duxbury Education 

Foundation has been awarded 
$1,500 by Staples Founda-
tion, the private charitable 
arm of Staples, Inc., through 
a program called “2 Million 
& Change” that allows Staples 
associates to direct more than 
$2 million in donations each 
year.

Katie Kane, president of 
the DEF, expressed her grati-
tude for the grant.

“We are grateful to the Sta-
ples Foundation for their gen-
erous support and their contin-
ued commitment to the DEF,” 
said Kane. “These funds are 
critical to our mission of en-
riching the Duxbury public 
school system with grants that 
inspire innovation, creativity, 
and leadership.”

The Duxbury Education 
Foundation  is a private, non-
profit organization founded in 
1989 that raises funds for edu-
cational, scientific and chari-
table purposes for programs 
benefitting the students, teach-
ers and staff of the Duxbury 
public school system.

Senator Patrick 
O’Connor to hold 
office hours 

State Sen. Patrick 
O’Connor has announced 
office hours for the month 
of July. They will take place 
on Friday, July 21, from 
10:30 - 11:30 a.m., at the 
Duxbury Senior Center, 20 
Mayflower St. 

Any resident with a 
question or an issue they 
would like to discuss with 
the senator is encouraged to 
stop by. 

The line at Bongi’s stretches along the pavement and out to the high-
way. As usual, the observation, “This is the longest ever,” awaits the 
challenge of next year.
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