
By Kaitlyn Barrett 
Clipper intern

Most of the time, Dux-
bury’s Model UN club is the 
guest, but on Saturday, Feb. 
2, it was the host, welcoming 
area schools for its own con-
ference, DUXMUN1. 

While the Model UN club 
has gone to three conferences 
so far and hopes to attend two 

more this year, Saturday’s con-
ference was the first ever held 
at Duxbury High School.

Duxbury High School 
hosted around 100 students 
from all across the state, from 
schools like Notre Dame 
Academy, Fontbonne Acad-
emy, Sandwich High School, 
Seekonk High School and a 
number of others in the area.

Model UN stands for 
Model United Nations. “It is 
a big conference with a whole 
bunch of different sub com-
mittees. The whole goal is to 
be a simulation of the United 
Nations and generate resolu-
tions and compromises in re-
spective committees” senior 

By Jonathan pappalardo 
Clipper reporter

The final draft of the Envi-
sion Duxbury Master Plan is 
on schedule to be completed 
by early summer. 

This is according to Josh 
Fiala, principal planner in the 
land use department at the 
Metropolitan Area Planning 

By Matthew nadler 
Clipper editor

The Duxbury Housing 
Authority wants $160,000 in 
Community Preservation Act 
money to replace the window 
trim on its seven apartment 
buildings for the elderly on 
Chestnut Street and the Fi-
nance Committee had some 
questions during its meeting 
last Wednesday.

Assistant Facilities Man-
ager Chris Plourde explained 

how weather and animal dam-
age had resulted in deteriora-
tion to the buildings, which 
were built between 1968 and 
1970. The Housing Authority 
was able to pay for the work 
at one of the buildings, but, 
he said, additional money is 
needed to finish the job.

This is Duxbury’s only site 
for elderly and disabled hous-
ing, Plourde noted.
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ICE TIME: For Nathan Elliott, Peter Evans, Henry Bicknell and Ryan Sherwood, nothing is better than 
a pick-up hockey game at Island Creek Pond. See more photos on page 10.
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Learn about efforts to rebuild 
Rwanda’s education system

Two Rwandan educators, Brother Straton Malisaba and 
Brother Crescent Karerangabo, will be speaking at the Dux-
bury Free Library, Wednesday, Feb. 27 at 7 p.m. about efforts 
to restore their country’s education system since the genocide 
there 25 years ago.

The pair will be talking about Rwanda’s approach to 
getting children off the streets and into schools, building a 
teacher corps, human rights and gender programs, introduc-
ing technology in the classroom, evolution of the curricula, 
encouraging alternative schools, entrepreneurship training 
and a new vocational emphasis. 

Malisaba and Karerangabo are the former and present 
headmasters at the Byimana Sciences School. They will be 
touring Massachusetts’ schools, including Duxbury Middle 
School and Duxbury High School.

Anyone interested in attending the library event  
should RSVP Mike Herlihy at mikeherlihy@mac.com or  
617-653-5829.
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Council who is working close-
ly with Duxbury Planning 
Director Valerie Massard to 
update the current plan, which 
was adopted in 1999. He gave 
his presentation to the mem-
bers of the Planning Board 
at their meeting Feb. 13, and, 
while his primary focus was 
on land use, zoning, public 
facilities and services, he also 
outlined the next steps in the 
process between now and June 
12, the designated due date for 
the final draft. 

Fiala began by comparing 
Duxbury town-wide land use 
as it was calculated in 1999 
and as it stands today with his 
current numbers. He said the 
overall trends and compari-
sons reflect what he and his 
colleagues have been seeing 
throughout the master plan-
ning process, which began in 
2017, and the numbers pro-
vide “a lot clearer picture than 
last time.” 

He highlighted residential 
development in town, which 
he said has grown by more 
than 50 percent, much of it in 
development of single-family 
homes, while development of 
multi-family and duplex resi-
dences has also grown sub-
stantially. Fiala also pointed 
out there are fewer farms in 
Duxbury than there were a 
few decades ago, which is on 
trend, and the town has in-
creased the overall amount of 
protected open space in the 
last 20 years. 

The open space and recre-
ation land use map Fiala pre-
sented illustrates the various 
activity clusters in town, which 
account for the most heavily 
trafficked areas in Duxbury. 
They include Route 53 around 
Bongi’s, The Village at Dux-
bury and the Tarkiln Com-
munity Center, plus a second 
cluster at Exit 10 that includes 
Bennett’s Corner, Island Creek 
Village and Kingsbury Plaza 
in Kingston. 

The town’s activity core, 
as laid out on the map, includes 
Hall’s Corner, Snug Harbor 
and Millbrook and is broken 
down into a civic core com-
prised of public safety, Town 
Hall and the Senior Center, as 
well as a learning core consist-
ing of the schools, library and 
town museums. Massard has 
labeled Duxbury Bay as the 
town’s “Blue Town Green.”

Fiala went on to explain 
two elements within the over-
all plan entitled “Land Use 
and Zoning” and “Public Fa-
cilities and Services.” He laid 
out a series of goals within 
each element that account for 
the feedback received from 
the community through both 
the Envision Duxbury survey 
in 2017, in which 1,240 re-
sponses were collected, and 
at the public forums. In the 
first element, the goals pro-
vide numerous recommenda-
tions to strengthen the town’s 

zoning by-laws. The areas 
of focus include the sustain-
ability of future development, 
the protection and conserva-
tion of historic neighborhoods 
and natural resources, and the 
walkability and bike-ability of 
the activity clusters shown on 
the land use map. 

In the second element, 
Fiala said the goals and rec-
ommendations are designed to 
strengthen the town’s invest-
ment in its public resources. 
Those goals include how the 
various boards communicate 
with themselves and the pub-
lic and long-term planning of 
infrastructure and facilities 
improvements. One of the rec-
ommendations, to examine the 
cost and benefits of creating a 
full-time Town Engineer staff 
position, prompted Planning 
Board Member Brian Glennon 
to ask how the position would 
differ from Director of Facili-
ties, which is currently held 
by Brain Cherry. Massard said 
talk of the position has arisen 
from the ongoing efforts to 
maintain and repair the sea-
wall, and she thinks its neces-
sary because, as she said, the 
town also doesn’t have anyone 
to look into transportation is-
sues, such as the proposed traf-
fic light at Exit 10. Glennon 
went on to wonder, without a 
definitive answer, if the solu-
tion to the problem is another 
full-time staff position or if the 
work could be contracted out 
to an existing company, simi-
lar to how the town gets legal 
services from KP Law.

 In terms of moving for-
ward, Fiala said the next step 
in the planning process is a 
community forum to be held 
in the Merry Room at the 
Duxbury Free Library March 
26 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. “It will 
be focused on what we’ve 
been focusing on, which are 
the element summaries, the 
goals and strategies, and we’ll 
have full element drafts at that 
point on March 26,” Fiala ex-
plained. “That will be a lot of 
information because it will 
be both phase 1 and phase 2. 
We’ll be asking people to help 
refine those goals and strate-
gies based upon their interests 
but also to prioritize the goals 
and strategies in that session.” 

Massard will also be busy 
in the months ahead. “What 
I’ll be doing for the next three 
months, right after Town Meet-
ing, is going to every board, 
every non-profit, church, ev-
ery place I can go to make sure 
I get as much input as I can on 
this plan from the communi-
ty. We’ve certainly had it out 
there on the Internet, we’ve 
had the forums, and we’re go-
ing to make sure we’re getting 
everybody’s eyes on it. I know 
it’s a slow process but it’s a re-
ally important process and we 
haven’t done it in a really long 
time in this community and it’s 
really going to set the tone as 
we move forward for everyone 
to see how they want Duxbury 

to look into the future.” 
According to the timeline, 

the initial review of the draft 
master plan will occur at the 
end of May before the plan is 
due June 12. From there, there 
will be a presentation before 
the Planning Board in late 
June ahead of final revisions 
and a presentation to the Board 
of Selectman. The adoption of 
the plan is scheduled for July. 
The plan, as Massard pointed 
out, will be an interactive PDF 
document designed to be read 
online, with only minimal hard 
copies available. For more in-
formation, the project website 
is envisionduxbury.mapc.org.
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Vision coming into focus


