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When WWI came, they answered the call
The story of America’s first female veterans is told at the Senior Center
and had no formal training as
a telephone operator when she
joined the war effort, but was
quickly trained by Banker and
other women in her infantry
once she got there.
Timbie shared details of
Banker and Prevot’s close relationship, saying they were the
only two who served the duration of the war together and that
they were selected to serve in
the “advanced section,” which
meant they were right the back
of the front lines. Noel added
she knew Prevot as a very serious woman, but said she was
very much a feminist and even
went by the nickname “Wildcat” during the war.
Noel went on to say the

By Jonathan PaPPalardo
CliPPer rePorter

To fully appreciate the
women who served as telephone operators during World
War I, now known as the Hello
Girls, you have to understand
America 100 years ago. If you
wanted to place a phone call,
you had to be connected to a
telephone operator who would
use jacks on a switchboard to
connect you to the other line.
Women who more than made
this occupation their own traditionally held these jobs.
In 1917, President Woodrow Wilson lobbied Congress
to send troops to France to
fight in the trenches of what
was to be known as WWI.
General John J. Pershing,
who led the war effort, wasn’t
thinking of recruiting women
until he picked up a telephone
and it took 60 seconds to place
a call. Once women got there,
that was slashed to 10 seconds,
which could mean the difference between life and death
for the soldiers fighting in the
trenches.

Continued on page 20

More than 130 people attended the event.

week, as part of a larger presentation by Carolyn Timbie
and Mary Jane Noel, relatives
of two Hello Girls, as the latest
event in the Booked for Lunch
series at the Duxbury Senior
Center.

Hello Girls, served during
the Meuse-Argonne offensive
and survived having their barracks, which were wooden
tinderboxes, go up in flames.
Banker was awarded a Distinguished Service Medal. In
her remarks, Timbie said her
grandmother, whom she never
met, had many stories, which
were recounted in her diaries
and the materials she left behind. She said Banker had
spunk and embraced life, but,
in her role as Chief Officer,
had to strike the delicate balance of being in charge of the
women in her unit while also
living with and maintaining a
friendship with them.
Noel, who lives in Duxbury, is the daughter-in-law of
Suzanne Prevot, who served
alongside Banker for the duration of the war. According to
Noel, Prevot was the daughter of French immigrants who
lived in New York. She grew
up speaking fluent French,

Celebrate the New Year at
Miramar

The Miramar Retreat Center in Duxbury invites people to
welcome in the New Year with prayer and a presentation on
“Our God Waits to be Gracious,” followed by a candlelight
dinner and Eucharist. Guests can attend the evening only or
enjoy overnight accommodations and morning brunch on New
Year’s Day. For information and to register contact Miramar
at 781-585-2460 or miramarma@aol.com.

OSBORN’S
Country Store
Happy Holiays!

+DEP.
Menage et Trois Decadence................750 ML ............................. $11.99
Sam Adams ....................................................12 pack..any variety ........ $15.99
Uppercut Cabernet Sauvignon .........750 ML ................................ $13.99
+DEP.
Harpoon Winter Warmer ....................12 pack ............................ $15.99
Jack Daniels Fire Whiskey ..................750ML..."fire only" ........... $26.99
Korbel Sweet Cuvee Champagne ....750 ML ................................ $10.99
Rose All Day ..................................................750ML .............................. $12.99
Mark West Pinot Noir ............................750ML ..................................$9.99

Wishing everyone a safe holiday season!

prices good through 1/1/19
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This Holiday Season let
Mary Jane Noel and Carolyn Timbie gently display the fragile 100year-old uniform of Grace Banker.
Photos by Julius A. Prince, Jr.

Within a few months, General Pershing put out an order
saying he wanted women telephone operators and he wanted them serving in uniform.
7,600 letters were sent back
from women applying for 100
open positions. All and all, 223
women ranging in age from as
young as 19 to as old as 35
were sent to France to serve as
telephone operators during the
war on the front lines, in the
trenches with their male counterparts.
Their story is the subject of
a book, which became a documentary, and most recently, an
off Broadway production. The
documentary was shown last

Timbie, who lives in southern New Hampshire, is the
granddaughter of Grace Banker, whose story is part of the
documentary. Banker was a 25
year-old college graduate who
was trained by and worked for
AT&T as a telephone operator. While there she saw an ad
looking for woman to serve
overseas in the Signal Corps.
This was January, 1918. She
wrote a letter answering the
ad, saying she would serve
for the duration of the war,
was accepted, made the leader
of the expedition, and with a
desperate need for women officers, was promoted to Chief
Operator.
Banker, and the other

BONGI’S
do the cooking!
• Farm Fresh Turkeys
• Roasted Turkeys
• Gravy & Stuffing
• Mashed Potatoes
• Butternut Squash
• Turkey Pot Pies
• Dessert Pies & More

GIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE

Bongi’s Turkey Roost
(781) 585-2392 / www.bongis.com
Route 53, Duxbury • Mon-Sat 9am-6pm
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Selectmen raise some mooring fees,
institute new charge for boat ramp
Continued from page 8

penny counts. You guys just
arbitrarily throw another fee at
us and I don’t think it is right.
There was no discussion on
this…I think you need to take
another look at this.”
He said oyster farmers
must pay for many fees to the
town and state, like mooring
fees and state shellfish grant
fees, and was against one more
expense. He asked selectmen

to revisit the issue.
Oyster farmer Greg Morris said no one was aware of
the new fee and he wanted to
know where the money raised
will go. Emerson said the waterways special use permit fee
was not specifically directed
at oyster farmers, as it will affect all who use the town ramp
for commercial business. The
money raised will go to pay
for improvements to the waterfront area, he said, adding

that he was asked to look into
raising fees by the Fiscal Advisory Committee.
Selectmen Chairman Ted
Flynn suggested that Morris
speak to the Fiscal Advisory
Committee if he wanted more
answers. The board did not
discuss or change its vote.
The four other harbormaster fees that will increase include the nightly guest mooring fee for transient boats,
which will rise from $30 to $40

for in season use, and the fee
for people who have a mooring but want to borrow a deep
water mooring. That will rise
from $10 to $20 per night.
Also the cost to tie up a
tender, or dinghy, on the town
float will rise from $110 to
$130 and the price to keep a
tender on top of the town float
will go up from $130 to $150.

The story of America’s first female
veterans is told at the Senior Center
Continued from page 8

women had to counterbalance
their serious work by taking
care of their wellbeing, which
they did with dinner parties, where they ate foie gras,
among other dishes. Timbie
also shared that the women
were expected to pay for their
uniforms, at a cost of $330,
which equates to $6,000 today.
The documentary also
gives insight into these women’s lives after the war. The
last of the telephone operators
came home in January 1920,
at which point they were declared civilian contractors, not
soldiers, and were denied veterans benefits. In the decades
to come, Hello Girl Merle Ea-

gan led the fight for recognition, petitioned Congress, and
educated the public on these
women’s accomplishments.
Lawyer Mark Hough, who
was in his 20s, contacted Eagan, who was in her 80s, after reading one of her articles
and helped her organize a legal case, using the Hello Girls
uniforms as evidence, but it
fell apart because the women
were of advanced age and
couldn’t travel easily to testify. In the end, they were a part
of a packaged bill sanctioned
by Senator Barry Goldwater
that gave the women of both
WWI and WWII the benefits
they were denied. President
Jimmy Carter signed it into
law in November 1977, thus
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Fiction

Non-Fiction

1. The Ragged Edge of Night
by Olivia Hawker

1. Devotion
by Adam Makos

2. The Paris Seamstress
by Natasha Lester

2. The Game
by George Howe Colt

3. Beneath a Scarlet Sky
by Mark Sullivan

3. In the Hurricane’s Eye
by Nathaniel Philbrick

4. Where the Crawdads Sing
by Delia Owens

4. Becoming
by Michelle Obama

5. Eleanor Oliphant is
Completely Fine
by Gail Honeyman

5. Kitchen Yarns
by Ann Hood

6. Pachinko
by Min Jin Lee
7. Love and Other Words
by Christina Lauren
8. The One in a Million Boy
by Monica Wood
9. Unsheltered
by Barbara Kingsolver
10. My Brilliant Friend
by Elena Ferrante

6. Cook Like a Pro
by Ina Garten
7. How to be a Good Creature
by Sy Montgomery
8. Educated
by Tara Westover
9. The Point of it All
by Charles Krauthammer
10. Leadership
by Doris Kearns Goodwin

Submitted by Westwinds Bookshop, Duxbury

ending a 60-year battle by the
Hello Girls to be recognized
and compensated for their service.
Physical items of Banker’s,
including gas masks, helmets,
bullets, shells and one of her
uniforms, which Timbie found
in a trunk and metal boxes in
her parent’s basement, are currently on display at the WWI
museum in Kansas City, Missouri.
“These women were just
amazing,” said Timbie, speaking of their character. “They
were able to multi-task, they
were very intelligent, and very
capable women.”
John Magnarelli, of the
American Legion of Duxbury,
elaborated on the role of wom-

New England
Watercolor Society
at the Art Complex

The New England Watercolor Society Biennial
North American Open is
scheduled to run through
Jan. 13 at The Art Complex
Museum.
The Society hosts two
shows each year, either a biennial regional juried show
or a biennial North American Open juried show, and a
show of signature members
work. The North American
Open juried shows, held
on even numbered years,
are open to any watercolor
painter in North America.
This year’s exhibition
is juried by Iain Stewart, a
watercolor artist/illustrator
and a signature member of
both the American and National Watercolor Societies.
He lives and works in Opelika, Alabama. When speaking about his own work, he
says, “My watercolors are
not only a translation of
what I see, but more importantly, an expression of how
I choose to view the world.”

en in combat dating back dating back to the Revolutionary
and Civil Wars. He said, to be
accepted, they had to disguise
themselves as men. Today, he
said, more than 200,000 women are serving in active duty in
the military.
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PCCP Spotlight

404 Washington Street
781-934-8145 x 9
michelle@pccpduxbury.org

half day | school day | full day

PILGRIM CHURCH
OF DUXBURY
United Church of Christ
404 Washington Street, Duxbury

Advent & Christmas Worship Services
Pilgrim Church welcomes you to worship with us
during December at our Advent and
Christmas Services.

Sunday December 23rd

Christmas Pageant Service – 10:00 AM
The children of the Pilgrim Church proclaim the
Good News of Christ’s birth through reading,
drama, song and prayer.

Sunday December 24th

Family Christmas Eve – 4PM
The Christmas story for the young & young at heart.

Lessons, Carols & Candlelight
8:30PM

A traditional service, telling the Christmas
story through song and scripture, & celebrating
the coming of God’s light into the world.
Come early for our
extended music prelude at 8:00pm.
The members and staff of Pilgrim Church wish you
God’s blessing and peace this Advent and a Merry and Blessed Christmas.
For more information about Pilgrim Church call us at 781-934-6591 or
check out our Website at uccduxbury.org

