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“Nothing is more honorable than a grateful heart.” – Seneca, Roman philosopher

School budget
fluctuating
Moment of silence given for
former SC member John Todd
By Lisa D. ConneLL
CLipper eDitor
eDitor@DuxBuryCLipper.Com

As next year’s school budget continues to be shaped by
school administrators, it is the
side notes about the district
that provide the most insights.
On Nov. 1, Superintendent
John Antonucci presented to
the Duxbury School Committee a level services budget, a
financial plan proposing a bit
over a 3 percent budget over

the current budget. A level
services budget features no
cuts to programs or services
and allows the district to meet
its contractual obligations for
salaries and expense accounts,
as noted in a handout.
Principals and other academic leaders from the town’s
four public schools sat in the
audience at last week’s meeting, listening to the budget

Adorned with a turkey hat, Jared Neprud guides Eric Nightingale along the Turkey Trot course. Both
are seasoned competitors.
Photo by Karen Wong
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Envision Duxbury forum
reveals town concerns

County drug abuse
remains an issue

Housing, open space and
historical and cultural resources issues comprised the
topics of the Envision Duxbury community forum on
Nov. 15, a public meeting on

A moment in last week’s
presentation about opioid drug
abuse drove home the dangers
of these narcotics: several people stood with photos of loved
ones lost to addiction.

By Jonathan pappaLarDo
CLipper reporter
pappaLarDoJon@gmaiL.Com

the town’s comprehensive or
master plan.
The meeting, held in the
Merry Room of the Duxbury
Free Library, gave attendees
the opportunity to hear directly from representatives of the
Metropolitan Area Planning
Council and provide feedback

on the results of the survey
and the elements of the plan
being tackled in Phase One:
housing, open space and historical and cultural resources.
The comprehensive or
master plan process is a chance
Continued on page 25
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Duxbury resident Tony
LaGreca, a presenter at the
Nov. 14 “Prescription for
Trouble: How Addiction Happens,” knows that pain. And,
he knows the anger and frustration towards the pharma-
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Envision Duxbury forum
reveals town concerns
Continued from page 1

for Duxbury residents and the
general public to provide feedback for a shared community
vision of where they would
like to see Duxbury head in
the next 15 to 20 years. Earlier, residents and people who
work or visit Duxbury were
encouraged to complete online
or on paper a survey seeking
answers to multiple questions
on living, working or touring through Duxbury. Josh
Fiala, senior land use planner
at MAPC, said the 1,240 responses to the survey was one
of the “strongest efforts” he
had seen among other Massachusetts communities working
on a master plan.
Fiala and other MAPC
colleagues spoke individually
on the night’s three topics.
Fiala spoke about housing.
According to his presentation,
Duxbury has seen an 80 percent population growth in residents aged 65 and older, with
the next highest percentage
in the age 35 to 64 cohort. He
went on to say single-family
homes make up the majority
of the housing stock in town
and placed the median household income at $120,000 with
30 percent of residents making
less than $74,000 a year.
MAPC Regional Land
Use Planner Emma Schnur
gave the presentation on open
space. She said 75 percent of
those who responded to the
survey value open space, second only to the school system.
Schnur said 83 percent of respondents are concerned with
the walkability of town, with
paths and sidewalks high on
the list of priorities.
When respondents were
asked what they liked most
about the town, Schnur said
Duxbury Beach came in first.
She said conservation efforts
at the beach, including the
protection of wildlife such as
Piping Plovers, Least Terns
and Arctic Terns is a plus, but
the beach does suffer from a
fragile ecosystem, overcrowding and erosion from storms.
Another positive in terms
of open space, she said, is the
historical element of Duxbury.
Schnur pointed out the historic O’Neil Farm is the oldest
dairy farm on the South Shore
while the town’s cranberry
bogs were the first to be conserved for agricultural use in
southeastern Massachusetts.
She cited flooding and sea
level rise, development along
waterfront and wetland areas
and lack of bike and pedestrian connectivity as some of the
major challenges ahead in the
open space planning process.
Annis Sengupta, the regional arts and culture planner
at MAPC, spoke on historical
and cultural resources. She
said 30 percent of respondents

Josh Fiala, senior land use
planner at the Metropolitan
Area Planning Council, reviews
information gleaned from the
Envision Duxbury survey at the
Nov. 15 community forum.
Photo by Jonathan Pappalardo

listed historical preservation
as one of their six most important priorities about Duxbury. She said a historical plan
is underway with the goal of
not just preserving historical
buildings but finding uses for
them to create a living history
of Duxbury. Sengupta said she
looks to the historical house
tours in Hingham as a model
for what is potentially possible
in town.
Duxbury resident and Master Plan Ambassador Myrna
Walsh asked about population
trends and wondered if studies had been conducted “about
towns our size.” She stressed
the importance of creating a
balance within the community
between young, empty nesters
and older folks and was curious whether or not any type of
“golden mean” for population
mix existed.
Fiala said he did not know
of such an age-group mix, but
he pointed out the risk of imbalance among the younger
cohort is not just affordability
but also its walk-ability, which
he called “a millennial buzz
word.” He said they are looking for towns with “walkable
vibrant centers” that Duxbury
could study.
The forum concluded with
an open house, in which attendees had the opportunity to
go around the Merry and Setter rooms to view more than
20 display boards bearing information relating to the three
elements of the evening’s focus: housing, open space and
culture. Attendees were able
to provide additional feedback
on the three issues, which Fiala said would be helpful for
additional review.
The majority of the survey
feedback centered on historical and cultural concerns. Survey participants were asked
about the assets in need of
improvement over the next 10
years. Answers ranged from
mandating a 25 mph speed
limit in the historical district on Washington Street to
calls for preservation restrictions on buildings in order to
safeguard against teardowns.
In terms of housing, suggestions included building more
affordable housing to attract
younger families, refurbishing

older historical structures into
condos or apartments and constructing more and new condos and townhouses.
As for the next steps in
Envision Duxbury, the current plan is to have a draft
of goals relating to housing,
open space and historical and
cultural resources ready by the
end of February. An update
will then be presented at town
meeting in March. As of now,
the goal is to finish phase one
of the master plan review by
summer 2018.
In the meantime Planning
Director Valerie Massard encourages everyone to continually visit the Envision Duxbury website, envisionduxbury.
mapc.org, for access to all the
slide presentations and contact
information for town officials
and MAPC representatives.
Massard said people can sign
up with an e-mail address to
get updates online. A broadcast of the Nov. 15 forum will
also be made available on the
PACTV website, pactv.org.
Meanwhile, the Duxbury
Planning Board will hold its
next meeting on Dec. 13 at 7
p.m. in the Mural Room at the
Duxbury Town Hall, located
at 878 Tremont St.

Duxbur y
C hi ldren’s
Dentistr
y
Phone:
781.934.7111
Phone:
781.934.7111

781.934.7111
Joy
•
Peer,
Joy John,
John, D.M.D.
D.M.D.Phone:
• Amanda
Amanda
Peer, D.M.D.
D.M.D.
Joy John, Lauren
D.M.D • AmandaD.M.D.
Peer, D.M.D
Kierstin
Kierstin Kerr,
Kerr, D.M.D.
D.M.D. •
• Lauren Murphy,
Murphy, D.M.D.

Kierstin Kerr, D.M.D. • Lauren Murphy, D.M.D.

www.duxburychildrensdentistry.com
www.duxburychildrensdentistry.com
95
95 Tremont
Tremont Street,
Street, Suite
Suite 18,
18, Duxbury
Duxbury

Our
Our office
office is
is focused
focused on
on quality
quality care
care and
and giving
giving
children
a
reason
to
smile
at
every
children a reason to smile at every visit!
visit!

815.545.4603
Phone:781-934-5024
Phone:781-934-5024

Dr.
Dr. Paul
Paul Fitzgerald
Fitzgerald D.M.D,
D.M.D, P.C.
P.C.

www.duxburyorthodontics.com
www.duxburyorthodontics.com

ARE YOU DOING THIS AT HOME?
NEWLY RENOVATED
APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE NOW!
• Most spacious 1-bedroom
assisted living
apartments on the
South Shore

IF NOT, JOIN US FOR
A COMPLIMENTARY
TOUR & LUNCHEON!

Assisted Living Community
DUXBURY

290 Kingstown Way

• Monthly Rentals –
no long-term
commitments
• Swimming pool &
ﬁtness center
• On-site Medical Office
staffed by Beth Israel
geriatricians

ASK ABOUT
OUR SHORT STAY
PROGRAM.

Call or Email Sales Manager Harriet Voyt.
781-679-5035 or hvoyt@villageatduxbury.com
www.VillageAtDuxbury.com
Directions: Conveniently located on Route 53,
minutes from Route 3, Exit 10

