
By Jonathan PaPPalardo 
CliPPer rePorter

Construction of the reno-
vation and reconfiguration of 
Bongi’s Turkey Roost will 
be underway in the coming 
months after members of the 

Planning Board approved an 
updated site plan at their meet-
ing last week. 

The updated plan, designed 
by Duxbury Construction, 

By Jay Willett 
CliPPer intern

The construction of a resi-
dential pier on the Bluefish 
was debated again at the Zon-
ing Board of Appeals meeting 
Thursday. 

John McLaughlin’s request 
for a special permit to build a 
198-foot long by 3-foot-wide 
pier at his Washington Street 
home on the Bluefish River 
dominated the meeting. In the 
end, the board’s decided to 

hire a consultant, and the next 
meeting was scheduled to take 
place two weeks following 
on July 26 and following on  
Sept. 13.

The ZBA began the hear-
ing with the readings of nu-
merous opposition letters 
from residents and the con-
tinued opposition from the 
Historic Commission dating 
back to 2012. One letter, from 

By Jay Willett  
CliPPer intern

Two Duxbury High School 
graduates made the trek to 
Wisconsin in order to expand 
their knowledge of the manu-
facture of fire trucks. 

Will Kelso and Nick Stehn 
began their involvement with 
the Duxbury Fire Department 
back in the summer of 2013. 

“We were just kids back then,” 
said Kelso. “The Fire Depart-
ment still took us in.” Since 
then, the two have been work-
ing diligently as Fire Depart-
ment interns, Deputy Chief 
Christopher West said. “These 
guys have passion and drive 
for the department. Life in 
the fire station can be tough, 
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Renovating the 
Turkey Roost

Thomas Dutheil (aka French Man) and Nina Shervin did some very impressive moves on the dance 
floor at the Duxbury Music Festival Blues cabaret Friday. See more photos on page 10.
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Will and Nick go to Wisconsin

Continued on page 4

Opponents concerned about 
views on Bluefish River

Battle over 
pier rages on

Nick Stehn and Will Kelso have 
been interns at the Duxbury Fire 
Department since 2013.
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Fire department interns travel to truck factory
Planning Board gets update on 
changes to Bongi’s
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calls for a remodel of the ex-
isting 2,583 square foot retail 
space, located at 414 Kings-
town Way, which was built in 
1960. When completed, the 
building will be a low one-sto-
ry structure with a clapboard 
finish on the sidewall, PVC 
trim and a colonial windowsill 
identical to what is already on 
the building. The structure will 
be finished off with an asphalt 
architectural roof. 

The main entrance of the 
retail space is being moved to 
the left side of the building, 
adjacent to the parking lot, 
where an eight-foot concrete 
sidewalk will get customers in 
and out of the building safely. 
The kitchen, complete with 
new more efficient ovens, is 
being moved to a 40x40 square 
structure to be connected off 
of the back of the building, 
ensuring the day-to-day cook-
ing and all hot foods will re-
main in the one building. The 
outdated and inefficient cool-
ers and freezers at the front 
of the store, which are prone 
to breaking down, are being 
demoed. 

All of these changes are 
designed to aid efficiency, both 
of the equipment and the retail 
operation. “If you know Bon-
gi’s than you know it’s very 
tight and cramped in the front 
of the store,” said the represen-
tative from ABC construction 

who presented the plan. “The 
distance from the front wall to 
the display cases is less than 
five feet, which is not efficient 
to get people through there.” 
The changes will alleviate the 
problem, he said.

While the new plan does 
not include any changes to the 
traffic flow to and from the 
building, there will be a rede-
signed parking lot, consisting 
of 15 spaces, with handicapped 
accessible parking on the left 
side of the building. The lot 
will be paved although, in the 
back, there will be a line where 
it will change from paved to 
gravel. Employee parking has 
been moved to the new build-
ing area.  

The lighting and landscap-
ing will be kept simple, with 
grass reaching to the edge of 
the pavement. Lighting will 
consist of light packs similar to 
what is already on the existing 
building. The exterior lighting 
will only be used in the winter 
months, since retail operations 
end nightly, Monday-Saturday, 
at 6:30 p.m. year round.

This marks the third time 
the Planning Board has ap-
proved a site plan for Bongi’s. 
They received approval to 
construct a 999 square foot 
addition in 2006, which was 
ultimately never built. The 
second plan, approved on 
June 28, 2017, called for the 
construction of a new 5,985 

square foot building to be lo-
cated 10 feet to the south (left) 
of the current building, which 
would have been demolished. 
Changes to the flow of traffic, 
which included curb cuts and 
added signage, were also ap-
proved at that time. 

The plan approved last 
year was set to move forward 
until the applicant, Tom Pierce, 
who owns Bongi’s, went out 

for bids and the cost of con-
struction skyrocketed. To keep 
the cost down, the plan was 
ultimately abandoned, leading 
to the redesigned site plan pre-
sented last week. 

“I don’t personally see 
any reason to not want these 
guys to get going with their 
project sooner than later,” said 
Chairman Scott Casagrande. 
“Sounds like it’s been on the 

agenda for a couple of years 
for them to get going.”

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plan unani-
mously, since all the necessary 
documents, including lighting, 
landscape, and architectural 
renderings had been submit-
ted. No specific timetable for 
construction was discussed at 
the meeting.  

Board gets update on Bongi’s renovations
Continued from page 1


